


Your gifts at work
Through your generosity, Lutheran Disaster Response of New York can provide funding

and support for programs that assist people affected by Sept. 11.

Bridging
the gap
Ken Curtin, voluntary
agency liaison for FEMA,
center, accepts artwork of
the Brooklyn Bridge as he
receives an award from
Lutheran Disaster Response
of New York. Presenting the
award is Dr. John J. Scibilia,
LDRNY coordinator, and Lena
Gilbert, deputy coordinator.
Curtin has been a good friend
to LDRNY, and other relief
agencies, over the past year,
helping many of our programs
get off the ground. In giving
the award, Scibilia said that
Curtin had “helped ‘bridge’
many agencies and programs
with one another and with
victims in the wake of 9/11.”
Congratulations, Ken!

Thank you,
LDRNY

Letters to John Scibilia

“I recently received your video and I
wanted to thank you for providing it
as we now approach the first year
anniversary of this tragic event. Please
know that the prayers of LDRTN are
with you all!”

 — John S. Sims
coordinator of Lutheran
Disaster Response of
Tennessee

“I don’t think we will ever really know
how much it meant to some families
what we were able to do and pull
off together this week. Your support
from LDRNY has enabled us to directly
help so many families at a time when
they have been so lost. We sincerely
appreciate your assistance and
stepping up to provide us the
confidence to move forward and
to comfort so many families.

 — Jennifer Adams
director of the Widows and
Victims Families Association

Thank you from, LDRNY

Many persons and organizations have
contributed to LDRNY with pro bono
gifts and inkind services. We’d like to
thank the following:
Capell & Viscnik, Charlotte Berwind
Fine Foods & Party Planning,
Grafcomm, Inc., Houston Street Beer
Co., New York City Fire Museum, Spin
Around Sound, Stark Promotions, The
Bottle Shoppe Wines & Spirits.

TRIBUTE & MEMORIAL
GIFTS TO LDRNY

In memory of Joseph Vysinka
Edna P. Vysinka

In memory of James Kabela
Carol Ewald

Programs include:
• Comfort and Renew Grant Program for congregations and grass
roots ministries. Grants of up to $15,000, mostly provided by AAL/LB,
are available to establish a program that will provide comfort and renewal
to people affected by Sept. 11 and its wave effects. For information, contact
for the LCMS: Kathy Jagow, Atlantic District, 914-337-5700, ext. 6,
ad_kj@concordia-ny.edu; for ELCA: Tony Aguilar or Connie Duever,
Metropolitan New York Synod, 212-665-0732, aguilarmny@aol.com,
cduever475@aol.com.

• Project LIFE (Lutheran Initiative for Empowerment). A “care”
management program coordinated by Lutheran Social Services -Metro
New York to help victims of Sept. 11 access the myriad of help and benefits
available to them, as well as connect them to the right public assistance.
Call 1-800-729-9209.

• Tuition assistance program for Lutheran Schools and Early
Chldhood Education Programs. Tuition assistance is available to any
child attending a Lutheran School who was affected by Sept. 11. Call
Lutheran Schools Association at 212-665-5599.

• New Ground, a summer camp for New York Neighborhoods, adminis-
tered by Koinonia. Call 800-980-2267, email koinoniaNY@yahoo.com.

• Lutheran Counseling Center (LCC). Individual counseling, group
sessions and special programs available to churches. Call (800) 317-1173

• Ongoing training sessions for caregivers and first responders in
cooperation with New York Disaster Response Interfaith Partnership,
NYC-CAN, National Organization of Victims Assistance, VOAD and other
groups.

• September Space. LDRNY, through funding from AAL/LB supports Septem-
ber Space, a community center for volunteers who responded to Sept. 11. 520
8th Ave. at 37th Street, New York, NY. Septemberspace@aol.com.

For more information on any of our programs, go to our website, LDRNY.org,
or call 866-864-1600.

Sept. 10, 2002, Interchurch Center, Manhattan (Interfaith service)

Sept. 8, 2002, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Manhattan (ELCA)

Sept. 10, 2002, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Brooklyn (LCMS)
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A: Members of the
Christian, Islamic and
Jewish faith
communities
assembled for a
service at the
Interchurch Center in
uptown Manhattan,
Sept. 10, to
commemorate
9/11. The Rev. Dr.
Stephen Bouman of
the Metropolitan New
York Synod of the
ELCA gave the
sermon. The
Interchurch Center is
home to the synod
offices.

B: LDRNY
Coordinator Dr. John
J. Scibilia, left, joins
with LDR’s Gil Furst
and former N.Y. fire
chief Dan Nigro in
singing. Nigro is a
member of Good
Shepherd, Bayside,
(ELCA).

A: The procession.

B: A sermon from Bishop
Stephen Bouman.

C: The cross is brought in.

D: The Rev. John Henderson, left,
general secretary of the National
Council of Churches, Australia, meets
Bishop Bouman and Bishop Elisha
Burberwa of a Tanzanian Synod of the
Lutheran Church. This is New York’s
companion synod.

E: Bishop Stephen Bouman, right,
of the Metropolitan New York Synod,
ELCA, greets a Bishop of the
Episcopal Church.

F: The St. Peter’s choir.

LDRNY President, the Rev. Dr. David Benke, pastor
of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, held a
church service of songs and reflections to
commemorate 9/11. Here, Dr. Benke tells the
congregation that “tomorrow belongs to the
One who gave us today.”

C: The Rev. Dr. Calvin O. Butts, president of the Council of Churches of the City of New York, and pastor of the Abyssinian Baptist Church, Manhattan, gives the blessing.
D: Bishop Stephen Bouman gives the sermon.
E: New York Council Speaker Gifford Miller and Councilman Bill Perkins also attended the service.
F: The Rev. Lyssette Perez-Salgado of the United Methodist Latin American Church welcomes everyone.
G: The Rev. Dr. Bill Hurst, assistant to Bishop Bouman, Connie Duever, left, of Metropolitan New York Synod, and Janet Bouman of Lutheran Social Services.

A service for 9/11 at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in Poughkeepsie.
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